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                      IJGA Student-Athlete Gautam Potdukhe takes 1st-place 
                    at the Coastal Carolina Junior Open on Hilton Head Island

      
What a way to start his experience in the United States for International Junior Golf Academy (IJGA) student-athlete Gautam Potdukhe of India with a top-three finish in his inaugural junior tournament and a victorious win in his second. 

In his first event, he took third-place at the International Junior Golf Tournament (IJGT) event, Global Junior Golf (GJG) Qualifier at Whispering Pines, June 29 & 30 at the Country Club of Whispering Pines of Whispering Pines, North Carolina. His third-place finish in the Boys 15 – 19 Division earned him an invitation to the GJG Hilton Head Invitational event December 6 – 9 on Hilton Head Island, South Carolina. 

That was just a warm-up top finish to his next event. Potdukhe took first-place in his age division at the Coastal Carolina Junior Open tournament at the George Fazio Golf Course on Hilton Head Island, South Carolina, July 7 & 8. 

Potdukhe, 15, a rising junior at Heritage Academy on Hilton Head Island played in the Will Smith Boys 14 - 15 age division. He fired a 74-82 for a total of 156 during the two-day event in Palmetto Dunes Resort. He clinched the win by finishing birdie-par-par on his last three holes. 

“I was excited to play at home, and more excited to win. It was my second time to play in The States,” said Gautam Potdukhe. “My first round, I played really well. I was hitting my drives long and straight. My short game was really good. I chipped in for birdie on the third hole. On my second round, I choked on the first six holes. I was nine over,” said Potdukhe.

What turned his game around happened on the twelfth hole. “I hit my drive into the fairway and it kicked out into the bush. I re-teed my drive and hit again. From there, I had 90 yards in and then I made a 20-foot putt. That was the changing point in my game. Then I started making pars. I birdied 16 and parred 17 and 18,” remarked Potdukhe. 

“Gautam played great on Saturday, shooting 74. He drove the ball really well, missed very few shots,” said IJGA Coach Dwight Nevil.  “On Sunday, Gautam got off to a rocky start and had lost the lead after the front nine. The lead kept changing hands on the back nine. A par on 18 gave him a one stroke victory. He’s a good player now and has the potential to be great player,” said Nevil. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Not only did Potdukhe earn an exemption into the 2018 National Championship on Hilton Head Island, but he will receive points towards year-end honors which includes state teams, all HJGT teams, Hurricane Cup, Junior Golf Scoreboard Ranking (JGS) and the South Carolina Junior Golf Association Heritage Points. 



About IJGA: The International Junior Golf Academy (IJGA) was founded in 1995 on Hilton Head Island, SC as a home for elite juniors from around the world looking to earn college golf scholarships in the United States. Since 1995, IJGA has achieved nearly 100% college placement and graduates have earned over $51 million in college golf scholarships. IJGA continues to develop the character and skill of junior golfers, while helping them achieve their goals.  
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