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IJGA Student-Athlete Aaron Pha Qualifies for 
National Junior PGA Championship 


Bluffton, SC:  IJGA student-athlete Sai (Aaron) Pha of Yangon, Myanmar and rising senior at Heritage Academy of Hilton Head Island, South Carolina, qualified for the 44th National Junior PGA Championship, shooting seven under par during the two-day qualifying event contested at The Club at Irish Creek in Kannapolis, North Carolina, June 18 -19.   

Pha shot one under par during the opening round. "After the first round, I had several bogies on the Par 3s. I was putting well, but felt like I could play better, said Aaron Pha. "The leader was six under after the first round. I just wanted to try my best and focus on improving my score on the Par 3s during the second round. I didn't realize that I was in contention. However, I was able to sink several 40' putts and felt like I was playing well," said Pha. 

Following the second round, Pha finished six under, firing a 65 to co-medal with Zach Brown of Bermuda Run, NC. Pha lead the field of 144 players with 13 birdies enabling him to securing one of two spots to the National Junior Championship. "It feels great to qualify and I look forward to playing in the Nationals,” remarked Pha.  

The tournament site of the 2019 National Junior PGA Championship will be held at Connecticut's Keney Park Golf Course in Windsor, July 30 - August 2. The golf course was recently ranked by Golfweek as the No. 2 place to play in Connecticut, as well as tied for first on Golf Inc.’s 2016 Public Renovation list.

PGA and LPGA players including Tiger Woods, Phil Mickelson, Justin Thomas, Jordan Speech, Inbee Park, Ariya Jutanugarn and Lexi Thompson have all played in the Junior PGA Championship tournament, serving as a springboard to their professional career. 

About IJGA: The International Junior Golf Academy (IJGA) was founded in 1995 on Hilton Head Island, SC as a home for elite juniors from around the world looking to earn college golf scholarships in the United States. Since 1995, IJGA has achieved nearly 100% college placement and graduates have earned over $52 million in college golf scholarships. IJGA continues to develop the character and skill of junior golfers, while helping them achieve their goals.  
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