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IJGA Student Wins IJGT Island Open at Dolphin Head   
November 6th: IJGA student, Kotaro Murata won the boys division at the IJGT Island Open played at Dolphin Head Golf Club on Hilton Head Island, SC November 4th and 5th. This is Murata’s first win on the IJGT with a very impressive four under par 140 total for the two-day event. Murata has had a strong fall so far on the IJGT with his aforementioned win and a tie for 2nd a few weeks ago at the Faldo Series South Carolina Championship. 
Murata is a junior at IJGA, and based on the progress he has shown since the school year started, his finish at the Island Open comes as no surprise. “Kota is an impressive competitor. He is one of those players who is average looking in practice at first glance, but once it’s time to step into the arena, he comes alive and competes as hard as anyone. Even his swing improves along with his focus. Great players can rise to the occasion and he certainly does”, explains Jonathan Yarwood, IJGA Director of Golf. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Junior year in high school is an important period of development as students look ahead to college, and with the performance Murata has shown, all are excited to see what his future in collegiate golf may have in store. The IJGA coaches and staff are looking forward to seeing Murata continue his improvement as he finishes out the semester and launches into competition season in 2018.   
The International Junior Golf Academy (IJGA) was founded in 1995 in Hilton Head, SC as a home for elite juniors from around the world looking to earn college golf scholarships in the United States. Since 1995, IJGA has achieved nearly 100% college placement and graduates have earned over $51 million in college golf scholarships. IJGA continues to develop the character and skill of junior golfers, while helping them achieve their goals. For more information, visit http://ijga.com 
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